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Despite widespread lobbying from environmental, farming and animal welfare groups, the Agriculture Bill passed through parliament unamended. Crucially, the Parish amendment, requiring new international treaties on the import of agricultural and food products to comply with World Trade Organization safety rules and the UK's own standards, did not pass.

*The Financial Times* reported in May that 'the Department for International Trade was preparing to offer a "big concession package" to US negotiators in the coming months that would reduce the cost of some agricultural imports to unlock a trade deal with Washington'.[@R1]

Consequently, over one million people have signed the NFU petition calling on the government not to import food that would be illegal here, and Minette Batters, president of the NFU has been in talks with the international trade secretary, Liz Truss.

On 9 June, Truss promised 'any trade deal must not compromise on our high standards of food safety and animal welfare' and 18 months after the NFU called for it, agreed in principle to the establishment of the Trade and Agriculture Commission. But why whip MPs to vote against putting these standards into law through the Parish amendment, when current production standards remaining the same was a Conservative Party manifesto commitment?

The committee recommendations are advisory only, and there is currently no agreement on its terms of reference, no timescale, no commitment by Truss for it to be accountable and independent, and no commitment by the government to put these promises into law, by amending the Agriculture Bill.

Leaving the EU without a deal appears increasingly likely. No deal will, according to the NFU, be 'catastrophic for British farming'. The BVA, British Medical Association and Confederation of British Industry are also strongly opposed to a no-deal Brexit.

Deal or no deal, with the exception of Northern Ireland, the UK is surely on track for accepting imports of chlorinated chicken, hormone-fed beef and pork, and eggs produced in battery cages, notwithstanding previous government denials.
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The Bill is currently passing through the House of Lords. Now is the time to contact your MP and members of the House of Lords ([writetothem.com](writetothem.com)), and ask them to protect our standards in law, before the Agriculture Bill receives Royal Assent.
